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From your 4-H Program Staff... 
The baby chicks and ducks we picked 
up this month were like the kick off for 
the game called summer! The mo-
mentum that started in April has just 
increased in the month of May, and it's 
starting to get very exciting! 

We've received word that we will be 
moving to our new building in late 
August or early September, and need 
to start packing up all of our materials 
and curriculum for the big moving 
day! It'll be exciting to have a new 
meeting space and nicer building. 

Planning for summer camps is getting 
really serious now – and we've now 
got the help of Master Gardeners in 
Training to join us at day camp! We're 
growing super special plans for a mo-
bile butterfly house out a NW Park! 

June will also see all of our 4-Hers free 
for summer and setting off on adven-
turous camps and activities around the 
state! We'd love to hear what everyone 
is up to over the next few months and 
what cool things you learn. 

From, 

Ginger & Carolyn

Thanks to our 
wonderful and generous 4-H sponsers: 

 In a record setting year, elementary
school students in Chatham County 
hatched out 89 baby chicks and 86 
baby ducks! We are so impressed with 
how amazing of a hatch rate there was 
this year -- the care and attention that 
the students and teachers gave the 
project was wonderful! 
    Feedback from the project has been 
wonderfil to hear as well - teachers re-
port that students are better at record 
keeping and participating, and parents 
have let us know that students talked 
about the ducks and chicks every day 
at home! We're so thankful to be able 
to bring this project to the elementary 
schools in the area, and for students 
to have something to look forward to 

in the school day. Students will surely 
miss their small charges, but take com-
fort in knowing that they are growing 
up on farms around the area! 

Clockwise from top left: chicks raised by 
Pittsboro Elementary School; a Saxony 
duckling voices her opinion; a buckeye chick; a 
crevecour chick; a chicken coop at Staub farm, 
where the hatchlings returned to; adult Dela-
wares and Buckeye chickens; ducklings raised 
by Siler City Elementary School.

A hatching success at 
elementary schools 

around Chatham County! 



Thanks to all our County Activity Day participants!!
    May 9th was our annual County Ac-
tivity Day in Chatham County, where 
4-H members were able to practice 
their public speaking skills and share 
their talents with us! 

From top le t to bottom right: 
Ezra Beckerdite presented on steers 
and oxen, Maliyah Spring presented on 
fire safety in the home, Evan Carlson 
presented on the history of comput-
ers, Emma Langley presented on her 
chicken eggs, Katie Carlson presented 
on goats and showcased her clogging. 
Molly Carlson presented on bees and 
honey, Abby Adams presented on her 
pet rabbit, Rae Fridley presented on the 
health risks of asthma, and showcased 
her ballet. 

Happy Pollinator Day! 

Wild Pony Tales, Horsekateers and Low Riders headed for State!

The 9th annual Pollinator Day 
celebration was held on May 14th 
on the Chatham Mills lawn. The 
Lucky Clovers 4-H Club and the 
Queen Bees Pollinator 4-H Club 
assisted the Chatham Bee Keepers' 
Association by running tasting 
stations where visitors could sam-
ple 25 different varieties of honey, 
hosting a candle making station 
and a photo backdrop set up, com-
plete with props and costumes! The 
weather was perfect and turnout for 
the event was spectacular!

The North Central District Horse 
Show was held on May 22nd at the 
Hunt Horse Complex in Raleigh! As 
a qualifier for the 4-H State Horse 
Show, competition was fierce and the 
showgrounds were busy. Headed to 
state this year are Horsekateers Julie 
Dickerson, Taylor Cloer, Caroline Lu-
cas, Kayla Amy, Kali Willard, Kirsten 
Gregory, Leah Nelson, and Low Rid-
ers Sasha Swift-Scanlan, Anna Rob-
erson, Karlie Wggins, Riley Spohn, 
Kaitlyn Berly and Maddie Crowder.
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Up Next... Butterfly Life Cycles! 

     To compliment our poultry embryology project, our other big school 
enrichment project is raising Painted Lady butterflies in the classroom. 
The butterflies are a less intensive of a project than the chicks and ducks 
are, but offer the same learning experience of watching the life cycle and 
learning about embryology in a real world scenario.  
    Our butterflies are from Carolina Biological, and arrive as larvae. Each 
classroom raises about 30 to 40 butterflies, and the will release them into 
the world!  

Go butterfly hunting in 
your backyard! 

North Carolina is home to many 
butterfly species who love our 
warm southern habitat! See if you 
spot some of these in your backyard 
or garden! 
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Happy Pollinator Day! 
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June 4-H Cal endar
For more details on any of these activities and dates, see 

online at chatham.ces.ncsu.edu or call 919-542-8202
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Thanks for reading our newsletter! Have some suggestions or ideas for 
the next one? Email carolyn.johnson@chathamnc.org! 
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