
October 2016
From your 4-H Program Staff... 

Happy fall y’all! Will someone tell the 
humidity outside that it’s time to head 
out of town? 

Hope you are all geared up and ready 
for fair season! October is one of my 
favorite months in the 4-H world - 
there’s so much going on! If you peek 
at the calendar in the back, there’s 
something every week! 

For anyone who hasn’t heard - we are 
eagerly awaiting our move in date for 
the new building, if all goes perfectly, 
it may be the end of the month, but 
will most likely be November. Our 
Director Sam has promised us it will 
be before Christmas (but he wouldn’t 
specify what Christmas!) We know 
you all are as excited as we are to see 
and utilize the new space that’s been 
promised for so long. 

Inside this issue, you’ll find more fair 
time fun, some great historical info on 
National 4-H Week and some feedback 
from our first club survey!

Sincerely, 
Ginger & Carolyn 

Thanks to our 
wonderful and generous 4-H sponsers: 

News from

The Cloverfields of 
Chatham County

Livin’ the Livestock 
Show Life! 

    You can tell fall is on the horizon 
as the Livestock Show Circuit is 
heating up! The Chatham County 
Livestock Show was a great suc-
cess on Friday September 9th and 
Saturday September 10th! This year 
we had an evening of wethers and 
does on the first day, and a morning 
of heifers and steers to round out 
the show. The Charging Champions 
brought their game face on Satur-
day with their heifers and steers, 
and rocked in heifer and steer 
showmanship! 
    This year’s show was judged by 
Callie Birdsell Carson, who spent 
a great deal of time with each 4-H 
member talking about how to im-
prove their skills and best prepare 
for the upcoming State Fair com-
petitions. It was hosted at Mitchell 
Angus Farm, who kindly let us bor-
row their facilities for a second year. 
Premiums were thanks to funding 
from United Way of Chatham 
County and Farm Bureau of Cha-
tham County. Thanks goes out to 
Southern States for donating panels 

for us to use in assembling an are-
na, and to Atlantic Power Solutions 
for lending us a light tower to use 
in the field for the evening. Thanks 
also goes out the Randolph County 
Livestock Association for provid-
ing our sound equipment, and to 
Randolph County 4-H Agent Alli-
son Walker for coming out to help 
as well as our area Poultry Agent 
Dan Campeau for his assistance on 
Friday as a ring master, and FSA 
Director Claudia Austin for helping 
as clerk on Saturday. We also great-
ly appreciate the Charging Champi-
ons taking the time to stay and help 
clean up after the show! 
   Thanks for another great show all 
around!! 



Use #4HGrown or #4HGrowsHere to

share your 4-H stories and pride

on Twitter and Instagram! 

Thanks to all who have participated 
in our first 4-H Club survey! 

A few weeks ago, we sent out an anonymous 
email survey to all club members and 4-H 
families. We got some great responses, and we 
thought we’d share some of the feedback that 
we got with everyone!

It was unanimous that YES you all love your 
current 4-H club and love what your leaders 
are doing, and you feel comfortable with the 
other families in your 4-H group! 

When asked what you gained from a 4-H meet-
ing: “...finding people who shared my interest.” 
“Having fun and meeting new friends that 
enjoy the same thing!” as well as confidence, 
education and social interaction were all 
common and resounding responses. 

What you’d like to see change is more activities 
outside of meetings and more competitions 
in different areas - we’re going to try to keep 
that in mind, and if anyone has ideas on 
what they would like to see, let us know! 

If you’d like your voice HEard, 
the survey is still open! 

go to 
http://go.ncsu.edu/chatham4hsurvey

     It is believed that the first official “Club Week” was pro-
claimed by Governor Christianson in Minnesota in 1926 when 
he established April 18-24 as “Club Week” to promote the work 
of the Boys and Girls Clubs in that state, as reported in the April-
May, 1926 issue of National Boys and Girls Club News.
    What is now know as National 4-H Week began as an out-
growth of World War II. Following Pearl Harbor, it was decided 
to postpone holding the National 4-H Camp in Washington, 
D.C., until the cessation of hostilities. W. H. Palmer, State 4-H 
Leader in Ohio, soon after announced plans for a State 4-H Mo-
bilization Week for Ohio as a means of focusing the attention of 
4-H members on what they might do for national defense. This 
idea met with favorable response by State leaders throughout 
the country. As a result, the Federal Extension Service initiated 
National 4-H Mobilization Week which was observed annually 
in 1942, 1943 and 1944. The following year and each year since, 
it has been observed as National 4-H Week.
    The focus during National 4-H Mobilization Week was on en-
couraging 4-H members to produce foods needed by rural men 
and women in the armed services; enlist as many young people 
eligible for membership as possible in all rural areas, particu-
larly those living on farms, in some phase of the 4-H Club war 
program; to report on 4-H Club work which had already been 
started in terms of how it would contribute to family production 
and conservation goals and how it would contribute toward the 
total amount needed by rural men and women now in the armed 
services.

    During this same period, the mid-1940’s, a National 4-H 
Achievement Week was celebrated in November. This was a time 
to promote 4-H by emphasizing the accomplishments of that 
year and to recruit new members and leaders and plan for the 
next year.
    After the war, when the National 4-H Mobilization Week be-
came National 4-H Week, the purpose of the Week centered on 
(1) acquainting the public with the new, enlarged 4-H program, 
and the many ways young people may take part, (2) encourage 
more youth to join 4-H, (3) urge more men and women to 
volunteer as 4-H leaders, (4) recognize parents’ contribution to 
4-H and strengthen their cooperation, and (5) report the year’s 
4-H accomplishments and plan for the year ahead.
    Results of this first National 4-H Week in 1945 indicated it had 
been a very effective means on the part of leaders and members 
alike, of reviewing the year’s work, setting goals for the ensuing 
year, and focusing the attention of the public on 4-H and its val-
ues in the development of young people and to general commu-
nity and national welfare.
    In the early years, National 4-H Week was held in the spring. 
Beginning in 1968, National 4-H Week is now observed the first 
full week of October, beginning with the first Sunday of Octo-
ber. It may have been at the time of this change over of dates that 
the National 4-H Achievement Week became a part of National 
4-H Week.



NC STATE FAIR 
          SCHEDULE
Listed below are some highlights for each
day at the NC State Fair in Raleigh! Most 
events are held at multiple times and repeat 
over multiple days, giving you more opportunities 
to check it out! For more details, go to 
ncstatefair.org and check out the Daily Schedule!

• Thursday the 13th: Open Horse Show begins,
Poultry competition, Jr. Wether Showmanship,
Chinese Imperial Acrobat Show, Racing Pigs,
Choral Competition

• Friday the 14th: Jr. Market Steer Show, Jr. Beef
Heifer Showmanship, Folk Festival, Tractor Pull,
International All-Star Circus

• Saturday the 15th: Jr. Beef Heifer Show, Horse
Show Youth Day, Team Cake Decorating, Live-
stock Special Show, Horse Show Draft Horse Pull,
Junior Livestock Sale of Champions

• Sunday the 16th: Gold Medal Flour “Best Pie”
Contest

• Monday the 17th: Miniature Horse Show, NC
Apple Growers Association Recipe Contest, King
Action Sports Stunt Show

• Tuesday the 18th: Draft Horse Show, Beef Cattle
Breeds Show

• Wednesday the 19th: Electrical Apprentice
Competition, Gaited Horse Show, NC National
Guard Exhibition

• Thursday the 20th: Carpentry Apprentice Con-
test, NC Pecan Association Recipe Contest, Wool
Sheep Breeds Show

• Friday the 21st: NC Cattlemen’s Beef Council
Recipe Contest, Dairy Cattle Breed Show, Kids
Cookie Decorating Contest, Demolition Derby

• Saturday the 22nd: Great American Spam
Championship, Ultimate Johnny Cash Tribute

• Sunday the 23rd: Mule show, Pygmy Goat Cos-
tume Class

Cool New Things at the 
State Fair in 2016:

- An exclusive ice cream flavor from NC 
State’s very own Howling Cow! Check out 
Caramel Apple Crisp, the 2016 fair flavor 
consisting of Apple ice cream with cinnamon 
caramel swirl and graham cracker crumb! 

-Fried Bacon Pimento Cheeseburger Egg 
Roll! Exactly as unhealthy as it sounds, 
we recommend checking with your doctor 
before consuming one! 

-The State Fair Flyer: soar above the mid-
way lights in the new ski lift like ride that 
carries you above the entire Midway on a 
continuous loop of almost 3,000ft! 

-Check out the “buzz” at the Bee and Hon-
ey competition area in the Expo Center. 
Beekeepers are on hand to talk about bee-
keeping and the critical role bees play in 
producing our food. The exhibit features a 
screened cage with an active beehive.

-new competitions that you may want to 
consider entering, including two on-the-
spot competitions, a Kids Sugar Cube Build-
ing Contest for ages 4 through 12, and a 
Team Cake Decorating Contest, where a 
team of two will compete in a timed deco-
rating contest. Other new contests include 
a Pre-Apprentice Pre-Engineering Mobile Ro-
botics Contest and a Cavy Costume Contest. 
We are also adding a Choral Competition 
featuring middle and high school choirs, 
with the contest being held Thursday, Oct. 
13, and a Coffee Competition, which is open 
to licensed N.C. coffee roasters.



For more details on any of these activities and dates, see 

online at chatham.ces.ncsu.edu or call 919-542-8202

Distributed in furtherence of the acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. North Carolina State University and North Carolina  A&T State University commit themselves to positive 
action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons 
witout regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State  University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating. 

Thanks for reading our newsletter! Have some suggestions or ideas for 
the next one? Email carolyn.johnson@chathamnc.org! 
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County 
Fall Fun 

Day

The Horsekateers will be hosting a bake 
sale and promoting the Clover Campaign 
on Saturday October 8th from 2pm-4pm 
at the Siler City Tractor Supply location! 
Come out that afternoon, or if any oth-
er clubs would like to promote the cause 
and their club, we’ll hook you up with the 
right folks there! 

As a reminder, the Low Riders are still 
collecting shoes for the World Wear Proj-
ect as a service project and a fundraiser! A 
box has been placed at the Chatham Coun-
ty Agriculture Building to collect gently 
worn athletic shoes (leather or leather 
like) that still have some life in them! The 
World Wear Project recycles the shoes, 
keeping them out of landfills and provid-
ing them to people who need them. Shoes 
can be men’s, women’s or children’s, must 
be in wearable condition (no holes, rips 
or stains), and no metal cleats. Clean out 
your closet today and support the club! 


