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Potential Problems

1) Roots clog drain lines

2) Gardening activities reduce function:

ïWatering plants

ïAdding fertilizers

ïMulching

ïDigging/tilling too deep



Why Have Plants at All?



Best Options: Turf

ÅNeed full sun at least fours hours/day

ïTall fescue (tolerates some shade) 

ïZoysia (tolerates some shade)

ïBermuda (full sun)

ÅRequire frequent fertilization

ÅDonôt irrigate septic drain field

ÅKeep vehicles off!



The Right Turf for Your Lawn

ÅClimate

ÅSite conditions

ÅNeed for wear tolerance

ÅMaintenance you can provide

ÅBudget

ÅAesthetic preferences

óEmpireô Zoysia



Cool Season Turf Growth

Warm Season Turf Growth



You Canôt Have Both!

ÅWarm and cool season lawns donôt mix

Å If have mix, select preferred species and 

manage for that species

Tall Fescue in March

Zoysia in March



Cool Season:  

Tall Fescue

Å Mow high, 3-4ò

ÅWide blade

Å Green most winters

Å Dark green color

Warm Season: 

Zoysia and Bermuda

Å Mow lower, 1-2ò

Å Narrower blade

Å Brown/beige in winter

Å Zoysia ïmedium dark green

Å Bermuda ïgray-green

Aesthetic Preferences


