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2010 Extension Farm & Industry Tour

Thursday, October 28, 2010

Organized by the 

Chatham County Center of North Carolina Cooperative Extension.

Tickets are now on sale for the annual Chatham County Farm and Industry Tour conducted by the Chatham County Center of North Carolina Cooperative Extension in conjunction with the Chatham County Farm Bureau. This year’s tour will be Thursday, October 28, 2010 from 8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The focus of this year’s tour will be local foods, production and marketing, and healthy lifestyles.

Tickets are $15.00 per person and include lunch (cooked primarily from locally grown food), refreshments, and transportation. The tour is limited to seventy-five people on a first-pay, first-serve basis. The tickets are available at the Chatham County Agriculture Building, 45 South Street in Pittsboro or from John Wait in Fearrington Village.  Tour stops this year will include Oakmont Nursery, SAGE Academy, Chestnut Hill Farm and Okfuskee Farm. Lunch will be at the Silk Hope Farm Heritage Center in Silk Hope.

The lunch menu includes spaghetti with meat sauce made using grass-fed beef from Chestnut Hill Farm, salad with ingredients from Okfuskee Farm, bread, tea and Dutch Apple Crisp for dessert made with North Carolina Apples.

Pick-up locations include Siler Crossing Shopping Center in Siler City, the Chatham County Agriculture Building in Pittsboro and the Gathering Place in Fearrington Village. Departure time is 8:45 a.m. for the Pittsboro and Fearrington Village pick-up locations and 9:00 a.m. for the Siler City pick-up. All groups will return to their pickup locations by 4:00 p.m.

For more details, call Chatham County Cooperative Extension at 919-542-8202.

Tour Stops:



Oakmont Nursery

Oakmont Nursery broke ground in the summer of 1988. Philip Dark was a landscaper in need of field grown plants. Oakmont now grows a mix of woody trees and shrubs. He acquired a plant patent on the ‘Crown Jewel’ plant that is now being produced by wholesale nurseries from Florida to California. Philip also has several more hybrids that are in the evaluation stage.

Learn more about the ‘Crown Jewel’ gardenia.



SAGE Academy

SAGE Academy (Students Achieving Greater Education) partners with the home and community to provide a safe, supportive, educationally appropriate environment for the life-long learner. Students are selected from grades eight through twelve. Small class sizes and creative teachers offer students many opportunities to learn and to be successful.

Among these opportunities are learning to grow food crops in the garden and transform these foods into meals in a safe and healthy manner. With the help and guidance of community volunteers and teachers, students have built raised beds in front of the school in which they have been learning to grow, nurture, and harvest fruits and vegetables.

Bringing the garden’s bounty inside, they are moving forward with developing culinary skills in the school’s kitchen through the Cook Smart/Eat Smart curriculum. Here they are developing healthy life skills that will last beyond being at SAGE. In addition, the students will be involved in an indoor rowing program that will make a good addition to the development of healthy life style skills.

Chestnut Hill Farm

Chestnut Hill Farm is a 4th generation poultry and livestock farm owned and operated by Lin Andrew and his wife Angie, Kenneth Andrew, and Blake and Rebecca Andrew. Lin has added a line of grass-fed beef to his commercial cow herd, and continues to raise poultry laying hens. They also compost a portion of their poultry litter as a way to both add revenue and have an alternative use for excess litter.



Okfuskee Farm

Farmer Bobby Tucker and crew are in their third year of production at Okfuskee Farm, a 20 acre farm built on the permaculture model. Bobby raises vegetables, herbs, cut flowers, small fruits, and small grains. They also do pastured pigs and laying hens and keep bees. They have a solar-powered well and a 2,000 square foot greenhouse and use season extension techniques in the field to produce vegetables throughout the cool season. Bobby sells to local restaurants and at the South Estes and Carolina Brewery farmers’ markets.



North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.

Persons with disabilities and persons with limited English proficiency may request accommodations to participate by contacting Sam Groce, County Extension Director at 919-542-8202 or in person at the County Extension Office at least 5 days prior to the event.
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					About 
Growing Small Farms

Growing Small Farms is the program of Debbie Roos, Agriculture Agent for the Chatham County Center of North Carolina Cooperative Extension.

From Bear Creek to Bynum, Silk Hope to Moncure, the Chatham County landscape is dotted with small farms. Farmers throughout the county are known for growing a great diversity of agricultural products, including vegetables, fruits, cut flowers, herbs, poultry, beef, pork, dairy products, and other goods. As one of the few counties in the state to actually experience an increase in the number of farms in the past decade, Chatham is also “growing small farms.”

Many of Chatham’s newer farms are owned by first-generation farmers attracted to the challenges and rewards of making a living from the land. Chatham has a large concentration of farms practicing organic and sustainable agriculture that strive to be environmentally responsible, economically viable, and socially just. In a time when the trend in conventional agriculture is towards fewer and larger farms and many of North Carolina’s “conventional” farmers are struggling, the sustainable and diverse agriculture practiced by Chatham’s small farms provides the best hope for keeping agriculture a viable part of the community.

Chatham’s proximity to upscale Triangle-area markets ensures a steady demand for the organic and sustainably-grown crops produced by area farmers. Four farmers’ markets in the county provide residents with ample opportunities to shop and interact with local growers throughout the long growing season. Many area farms offer opportunities for on-farm visits where visitors get the chance to make the connection between food and agriculture.

Small farms also provide many indirect benefits. They help maintain open space valued by people and wildlife. Visitors flock to Chatham for the beauty of its rural landscape. The challenge is to preserve this rural landscape in the face of development pressures from Raleigh and Chapel Hill. One way to preserve the rural landscape is to help keep farms in the county.

The Chatham County Center of North Carolina Cooperative Extension has long recognized the value and importance of the sustainable agriculture practiced by small farms in the area. In 1994, the Chatham County Center created a new county agent position to support the unique needs of these small farmers. Today, this position is fully funded by the Chatham County government, which recognizes the value of sustainable agriculture to the county. Chatham County Agricultural Extension Agent Debbie Roos works with farmers to promote increased awareness, understanding, and practice of sustainable agriculture through monthly educational workshops, a website, on-farm visits, and other consultation.

Roos developed the Growing Small Farms website in 2002 after a survey revealed that approximately 95% of local farmers regularly used the Internet. The site has since grown to over 500 pages and receives over 25,000 visitors each month. Growing Small Farms is also on Twitter and Facebook.

Farms don’t exist without consumers, so please take the time to get to know the farmers in your community and support their efforts to keep Chatham County green! Visit our farmers’ markets to purchase the freshest vegetables, fruits, meats, baked goods, and other products, all grown or made locally by the person selling it to you. The Buy Local Guide lists community supported agriculture farms, on-farm stands, pick-your-own farms, wineries, and more. Check out the local farm profiles and farm photos on this website for a glimpse of the diversity that allows Chatham’s farms to prosper.

Learn more about Extension Agent Debbie Roos.
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